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MEMORANDIM FOR THE DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF?

SUBJECT: SEASAT-A Synthetic Apertura Radar (U)

¥” On 1 March 1976, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in MICS 64-76 refined
sarlisr (JOSM-219-75, 30 May 1975) position regarding the military
utility of dats from the synthatic aperture radar (SAR) to ba flown aboard
the HASA Ocesn Dynamics Satellite, SEASAT-A. As & rasult of this position,
NASA has indicated the following intentions with respect to managemsnt of

the SAR:
8. A deviee will de installed on the SAR comand uplink which when

activated will prevent unsuthorized control of the BAR. l
b. Routine 24-hour-in-advance notificstion of the inteaded data L

acquisition program will be provided to Dol.

¢. Radar imagery will not be acquired routinely and repatitively over
ths entire United Etates land mass; soms Tepstitiva coverage over cropland,
however, will be acquired for agricultural wesearch.

d. The BAR dats scquisition network will include three United States
ground stations (Alaska, California and Florida) and ene Canadisn station
near St. Johns, Hewfoundlasd. In addition, NASA has entered discussions
with the REuropsan Space Agency for establichment of a station in England.
Other future possible sites include Norwsy, Belgium, Australia snd Japan
although there are mo specific programa for their establisiment at this
time. In all cases, MASA will retain control of ths 3AR prograwming snd
thers would ba mo command control from sny of the foraign atatiouns.

Additionally, MASA would be provided copies of all SAR data upon request
and SAR goverage would bhs limited in extent and for R&D, not routine opera-
tional coverags.

(U) With respect to item b abovs, NASA is now ready to procesd with plauning
for DoD notification snd requests ths name of a Dol contact with whom they
can work to establish a mutually acceptabls procedurs. 1 believe Major R. J.
Salewski, USAF, in the J-3 Directorate iz familisr with this issue aad with
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your concurrence 1 will provide his mane to NASA aad suthorize him to work
directly with tha cognizant NASA persomnsl. I would liks to be kept

inforasd of all sgreements made with HASA in texr and

this ma
informal. Yor this purpose 1 am designating Captailn Harry L. Rixby, USH,
Chairman, Joint Envirconmental Satellite Coordinating Growp, as my
Teprassntative.
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