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Introduction

This directive establishes U.5. national policy for restoration of
the capability to launch satellites and missions into apace to
support U.S. national sacurity, civil, and commercial goals using
space, It is essantial that U.S. space launch operations be
reconstituted as efficiently as possible consistent with available
funding and safety concerns; and that the reconstituted U,5, space
launch assets provide a balanced, robust, flexible space launc
capability which can function independentl ailures in any
single launch vehicle system dlllow a rety gularly
scheduled launch operation '
make up for lost launch o
leadership. (U)

This directive supersg
‘nclude NSDDe 42, 80,
odified accordingly.

National Space Launch Capa
The U.S, national space lait : agdguasad on a
balanced nix of launchars Bisting of VSt ransportation
System (STS) and expendable launch vehicles (ELVs). The elements
of this mix will be defined to best support the mission needs of
the natlonal security, civil government and commercial sectors of
U.S. space activities. Critical mission needs will be supported,
whenever necessary, by both the STB and ELVS so as to provide
added assurance that payloads can be launched regardless of
specific launch vehicle availabilities. (U)

The national
security space sector w & as determined
by specific mission requi payloads will
be designed for dual-comge : £ being
launched by either theg . F ol will be made
for additional ELV lasiich g =Y. Mert the full

ranges of orbits requirsid

Implementation: § e { 7 gy (DOD) will
procura additional ELVs tclimaf Balafhed JAung capability
“nd to provide access to & : _ : gent procedures

> assure payload/launch W : L adyfscheduling, and
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maintain & launch capability for BLVs at be B8 Bagt and West

Coast launch sites. DOD and KEEA will joipgl blish a reviged
price for national security P ()
b. Aﬂ!!. 2 unique BTS

> 4 gce will bae
exploited in those ar :

The 878 fleet will mairtipd
critical programs requirifigis
capabilities. NASA will u
capabilities of the STB aref
developmant programs. (U)

Implementation: : ill proc GEaase Lructural sparea
and other necessary lost equipment needed to gu

stain the existing
thres-orbiter fleet and will do so in an expeditious and cost~
effactive manner. Funding for procurement of a replacement fourth
orbiter will begin in FY 1987 based on an OMB-~approved program,
NASA will establish sustainable 878 flight rates to provide for
planning and budgeting of Government Space programs. The
recommendations of the President's Commission on the Space 8huttle
Challenger Accident will be cgnsidered and ipcorporated as
appropriate. The 5T will . .
services for commercial and - O not require a
manned presence or thes un . he WTES. NASA will
not maintain an ELV adjyge e B8 a need for
additional NASA capacig DV ad en NASA is
authorized to contrac - .

support
gunique 8T8
e

vilresearch and

C. Commercial s;i{- oefori iples and
policy of domestic explo : apercRal purposes
are enunciated in KSDD 94 } ¢ prineiples
and policies remain validj

fovide launch

implemantation: GSElS shall no gl 1 o2
services for commercial and foreign payloads unless those
spacecraft have unique, specific rsasons to be launched aboard the
Shuttle. Those reasons are: the spacecraft must be man-tsnded or
the spacecraft is important for national security or foreign
pPolicy purposes. Satellite manufactureras whose spacecraft do not
meet those criteria will be provided as realistiec an appraisal as
possible by NASA of when they could be schedulad on the Shuttle
launch manifest prior to the 1995 commercislogontract mandatory
termination date, (U)




