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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

02-0ct-1993 13:17 EDT

—CONEIDENEFTH

MEMORANDUM FOR: SEE BELOW

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Distribution:

Susan E. Rice
(RICE)

RWANDA UPDATE
Sandy--

I have sent up tc you a revised version of the President's

. letter to Mitterand taking into account the concerns that T

understand you expressed to Dick.

I am assuming that we still plan to support the Rwanda
mission, despite a rumor that Frank Wisner was reconsidering
after looking more closely at the latest French resolution.
Please let us know 1f our position has changed.

Late yesterday afternoon we had a working level interagency
videoconference to try to respond to widespread concerns
about the military concept of operations for the Rwanda
mission and to reach consensus on a U.S. position on the
draft resclution. While much common ground was found on the
outline of the resolution, you should know that JCS and to a
somewhat lesser extent OSD have very serious concerns about
the mission as currently conceived.

In particular, they believe that since the mission is a
traditional CH. VI in a supposedly completely permissive
environment, the operation should be conducted by unarmed
military observers {or at most very lightly armed observers)
rather than the planned 2 infantry battalions. As the
mission now stands, they "non-concur”, and remain adamantly
opposed for this reason.

State supports the 2 infantry battalions. I tend to agree
with JCS that there is considerable dissonance between the
concept of operations and the supposed permissive
environment. We ought to be able to achieve the same goals
with observers if the parties truly want peace. However, it
will be difficult to move the French, the UN and the Rwandan
parties in the short time we have before a vote. JCS and/or
OSD may raise this at your level.

I think we ought to talk to the French and the UN in New York
to address these issues, preferably before a vote, if JCS
insists.
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