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S ecretary  K issin ger  
Adam  Walinsjcy 
6 /1 7 /7 5 ; 12:55 p .m .

K: H ello .

W: H ello , H enry.

K; Adam , how are you?

W: A s you m ight g u e ss , m ore than som ewhat d ism ayed.

K: By the a ssa ssin a tio n  sto r ies?

W: Y es.

K: W ell, I saw  your com m ent.

W: Y eah, and I m ust say , I m ean the la te s t i s  ju st too m uch.

K: Uh, I haven’t . . . you m ean the one in the TIMES today?

W: T hat’s r ight.

K: 1 have not yet read it . 1 had a c a ll from  Mac Bundy th is morning and 
I have ju st been in  to se e  the P resid en t to ex p ress  m y own dism ay about 
th is , Uh, I do not know th ese  docum ents. I have not read & em . It is  
being handled h ere  by the C oun sel's  O ffice and I l^ v e  Stayed but of it 
because - -  f ir s t  of a ll, I am  to ta lly  out of sym pathy w i^ ‘ life effort. I 
think it  i s  a d isgrace  to in vestigate  a P resid en t fifteen  y ea rs  after the 
event for actions that w ere c lea r ly  taken in  h is  conception of the national 
in terest . It isn 't  a W atergate thing. There w asn't anythmg in it for him . 
When the context cannot be recrea ted  and when it  isn 't  c lea r  who did what 
to whom . So I think the whole effort i s  tota lly  w rong.

W: W ell there is  m ore than that now. I m ean I have to te ll you that 
the thing has gone so cra zy . I talked to  the NY TIMES th is m orning. I 
m ean you should know th is , Henry, that not only are they te llin g  the TIMES 
what they had in the paper today, which is  a c lea r  insinuation that this 
stufi w as approved by the P resid en t. I want you to  know that the TIMES 
guy sa id  to m e , look , he sa id , vre are being v ery  resp o n sib le . We are  
not printing everything they are te llin g  u s .

K: Now, have you any idea who i s  . . .

W: L et m e ju st go on b ecau se you m u st hear what they are  being told. 
They w ere told that th ese  d iscu ssio n s  include such ite m s as a d iscu ssion
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of whetiier pub lic  opinion coold be flam ed against C astro by arranging  
the a ssa ss in a tio n  of A m erican  G overnors.

K: W ell, I uh . . .

W: That i s  m a d n ess .

K: W ell, A dam , I have not seen  any.of the docum ents. I cannot believe  
that th is i s  tru e .

W: Of co u rse  i t  isn 't,

k; I cannot b e lie v e  that the document^ i s  true; that that docum ents ex ists;  

W: Of co u rse  it  d oesn 't.

K; And I would con sid er  it  insane and outrageously  irresp o n sib le  to 
re le a se  anything lik e  th is to  the p r e s s . But can you find out for m e who 
th ese people a re  w ho.are talking.

W: W ell I have heard the nam e of Hartmann,
to

K; W ell, th at's  the one they alw ays m ention but he ought not^have a ccess  
of th ese  th in gs.

W: W ell, I am  only te llin g  you what - -  that nam e that floats around the 
TIMES.

K: Hartmann.

W: Yep.

K: W ell, look , I am  going to see  the Presidaat th is afternoon again. During 
the N ixon A dm in istration  I repeated ly refused  to participate in producing any 

docum ents on the D iem  period b ecau se I am  to ta lly  I think i t  is  outrageous 
for one P resid a it to investigate h is  p r e d e ce sso r s  u n less  there is  some 
p erson al accu sa tio n , I am  - -  I m ean accu sation  of sorhe personal turpitude 
not on national e ffo r t. Secondly, “th ese  things taken out of context — uh, 
when you have in te llig en ce  agents who are b a sica lly  liv ing in a different 
world anywaya I am  tota lly  out of sym pathy with th is . I don't know 
what can be done . . .

W: A t th is poin t you are going to have to r e le a se  th ose m inutes, I think. 
You cannot have . . .  I m ean charges have been made . . .

in sisten tly
K; W ell, look , le t  m e — A dam ,before you demand it  too le t
m e . ,  .
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W: Yeah . . .

K: L et m e know -spend th is  evening review ing what e x is t s . I 'have not 
seen  i t .  So th at I Can g iv e  you m y judgment of what k n p ression  it would 
c re a te . I ju st don't think - -  I  ju st don't know what e x is t s . I have not 
seen  it .

W: W ell, a ll I know is  based  upon con versation s that I have had with 
Bundy w ith Goodwin w ith oth ers who w ere  th ere and m y judgment of the 
m en . . .  I think that th ere are perhaps one or two tilings in  there that 
w ill be som ew hat em b arrassing  to a few  people - -  I m ean Bob McNamara 
i s  going to  be em b arrassed  because he said a s i l ly  thing once.

K; But you know it  m akes a h e ll of a lo t of d ifference whether you say 
it  - -  som ething when it  is  an action program .

Bob
W: But that's a ll . T here w as no action program . Thkl w asn’t there 
so he i s  going to be em b arrassed  but he can take that — he can liv e  with 
iS .

said
K: Look, I am  b a sica lly  « -  I w ill t e l l  you, I am  opposed - -  l/th is  to Mac 
th is m otning —* I am  opposed to re lea sin g  NSC docum ents, because a ll 
it  takes now is  for  som ebody to  m ake a charge - -  countercharge - -  and 
the next thing you know a ll the NSC docum ents are going to be out.

W: W ell, H enry, im less  there i s  a com plete retraction  from  those  
! sou rces I don't s e e  what e ls e  - -  lis te n , I aiti going to put som ething - -  I
\ m ean ju st think about the national purpose for a w hile . You know the
j  United States does not h i,ve an enorm ous number of a s se ts  abroad in the

w orld anym ore. One of the few  a s se ts  that we have it seem s tp m e is  
the fact that th ere  i s  s t i l l  p ictu res of those individuals in a few  m illion  
h ou ses.

K: I couldn’t agree w ith you m ore . I am  in total agreem ent with you. .
I 1 think it  is  a m ora l butrage.
I

I W: What I am  saying, H enry, w hile I agree  with you and I understand
I your sentim ents and I _______ them  but what I am  saying is  that at this

point w ith th ose  accttasations having been  m ade and having been made 
and having been by White H ousesou rces — nobody e lse  saw  those docviments

K; W ell, A dam , le t  m e do the following: F ir s t  of a ll le t  me look ait th ese  
docum ents. Secondly, le t  m e - -  when I talked with the P residen t he said  
he would see  to it  that a denial would h e  published tom orrow . Now, I have 
had -»  I am  having m y Deputy check on whether - -  the P r e s id e n ts  under­
standing of what th ese people are going to do m in fact is  correct and it 's  
going to happen. If they publish a retraction tomorrow that would be a good 
way of handling it .
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W: Y e s , that would b e ,

K: If they do not, then le t ’s ta lk  again . My understanding from  the 
P re sid a it  w as and I ju st five  m inutes ago talked to Mmabout th is . He 
said  — b ecau se  1 made substantia lly  the point you just m ade - -  he said  
he would see  to i t  that a retraction  gets  published and what I want to do 
is  fo llow  th is  up and talk to the p erson  who would have to publish a 
retraction  w hich would have to be the C ounsel who has the docum ents.

W: That's r ight.

K: lY ou s e e ,  I don’t know who did the leaking. You can't ask  the leaker  
to  do the retra ctio n . So, m ay I g et in touch with you no la ter  than fir s t  
thing in  the m orning?

W: A b solu tely . Of c o u rse .

K: And le t  you know w here we stand.

W: A ll r igh t. Shall I g ive your g ir l m y hom e number as w e ll in case  
she wants to  reach  m e then.

K; Yeah. What i s  your number?

W; My hom e num ber is

K: W ell, I w ill probably ca ll youduring the course of the evening.
Ji.

W: V ry good.

K: I have to w ork on a sp eech  tonight so i t  m ay be fa ir ly  la te .

W: That's fin e .

K: Good. I w ill ca lllyou  tonight.

W: Thahk you, H enry.

K: R ight, A dam .

W: B ye-b ye .
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