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ers and responders a
common view of the disasters.

(L) WE'VE ALL SEEN IMAGES OF THE DEVASTATION
AND HUMAN HEARTACHE WROUGHT RY
HURRICANES KATRINA AND RITA, but perhaps few
people realize that the NRQ, in collaboration with

its mission partners, provided valuable support

recovery efforts.
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H{U) Colecrion s i compliunce with latwe (Executive Ovder 12333),
Legal authorization o collecr dumestic imagery for chis purpose has
been nbtuined,

{Photo is UNCLASSIFIED.)
{U) Aerial image of damage from Hurricane Katrina. Photo
courtesy of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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wnformation gives FEMA and other first responders

a quick “"big picture” perspective necessary o
derermine whar areas are in most urgent need for
rescue and relicl—sore of o Jisaster tringe—and
the type of response needed. The information also
gides rransportarion and logisties Jecisions, by

determinimg the aceessibility of key roads, sail tines,

bridges, pores, and mrports,
(L)1) 4o )4, (bX 0 UL C 24

key 1o the provision of unclassified damape assessment
maps and Weh site postngs for Arst responders.
These products gade response efforts by showing the
severity, eype, and location of Jamage. For instance,
areas i Gulf Porr, Mississippi, suffered extensive
sturmn surge and wisud deseruction, whereas large parrs
ol the ciry of New Orleans suffered fooding due 1o et A Ak
levee breaches, These sineions called for different
types of response. IERIICIR TR L
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tor instance showing the wide extent of llooding,
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disseminired w a0 broad  responder  audience,
enabling military and civil agencics 1 determine  (U) NGA graphics showing flooding from Hurricane Katrina.

effective courses uf action vver widespread areas
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a glance, the status of arhields and whether e
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storm displaced a number of these structures, breaking them free from their riggings, including one

ol plactisem thae lodped against o brdize in Biloxi, Mississippi. Several damaged petroleum seructures

teaked ailb or natural gas,
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determine airfield status and availability
for recovery operations.
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also

helped  environmeneal — scienrists  assess

the hurricanes' effecr on hazmas sites and
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ants not only eut ol the availabality ol fresh water,

but also contributed o environmental health hazards.

(U] Other NRO Support
Thc Operational Support Otfice (OSO) of NRO's Directorate for Military Support

deployed {HEERNRCommunications equipment and operators 1o Stennis Space Center, Mississippl,
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