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IEE Circular No, 35, dated April 28 19562,
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SUBJECT: - SPECTAL ITA PROJECTS FOR ISLAMIC COUNTRIES.

Since the recelpt of the refererice, together with the erclosed
papers from the Working Group on Izlamic Countries, this Embassy has
besn studying the problem of special projects for thls area of the
world, In its reply, however, it wlshes to make clear that the con-""
eluslions are intended to dpply only to Irag; we do not have sufficilent
famillarity with thé other countries to permlt us to assume that these
concluslions are also true in them.

‘These conelusions are based on such evaluatlon of press, £ilm, and
radio maberlal as has been possible with particular gttention to the
.materigl Whiph gppga;ed»tp be‘g pa;t pf th@WWbyk;pg grgupismprqgramo

. 1. ~ The basiy. distruat of the Weést menbioned &t the Belrut PAQ
conferénce end repeated In the reference clted abové 1s a political
distmiat. It can only be met by a pollitical solution. This distrust
arises f¥om. two factoras: "(a} the moles of the West in the creation of
Jsrael and {b) the continued Influence of the Britlsh and the French
in the Arab. worldo

2o In the absence of any marked change in pollcy which would -
remove thls political mistrust, we, as propagandists, can only do our
best to keep alive the hope in the Arab world that a political solu-
tion on the part of the United States 1s poszaible. We can do this by
emphasizing the growlng interest in contemporary Middle Eastern
political problems on the part of Amerlcans,

_ Se Those actlvities mentioned in the Working Group papers
which held the greatest promigse in thls direction were the channel

- to the activities of the American Friends of the Middle East and the
Plan for fuller distribution and utilization of Amerlican hooks on the
Middle East=-provided thesé books deal with contemporary politieal

subjects.” One has the feeling here 1n Iraq that the Iraqls are tired
of their antiguitles.

4. This Embassy would add to this a project which would give in
Lfieater detail the content of university courses on Middle East poli~
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tles (where asuch courses £it the objective of the project) and would “J
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follow more closely lectures given in the United'é%éteéfon Eﬁis l

sub ject. We wanb them to know that the United Sbatesm:ls learning
more and more about Middle Easbenn problems. .

Do With these foregoing conclusions in wuind, the Ewbassy 1s
not enthusiastic about thes projects dealing with the Washington
Mosque and with the Avicenna eelebraticn. The Mosque herc is
regarded as being built by outsiders in America for oubsiders! uss,

. Storles about 1t are notwldely used and there seems little evidence

that knowledge of 1ts presence is regarded with anything wmore than,
at best, mild eppreciation. Its construction serves also only to-
emphasize how few mosques there are in the United States. Pinally,
the effectiveness of the theme 1s lessened in some circles by an’

unfortunate story going the rounds that the Egyptians in the Embassy

in Washington are profiting heavily in its construction.

6. While the Avicenna celebration here awakened some inbter-
ost, there was criticism thalt money was being spent in hnonor of
someone who had not even lived in Iraq and whe meant Llittle to
modern Irag. -The end result of the Avicenna celebration did not
encourage this office to keep the theme alive.

7. 'Fina ly, it should be remembered that allaying the mls-
truat of the United States 1a only half the problem. One must also
increase the mistrust in the Soviet Union, not by comparisons with
activities of the United States, but by information direetly con-
cerned with the plight of the Muslims in the USSR, The Working
Group should consider ways of issuing, on a conbinuing basis, ma-
terial of the type that was contained in the Soviet Affairs Note
on "Muslims in the USSR." The problem 1la ever present of convince-
ing the sducated Iragis that conditions would bec worse under a
Communist regime than they are in the Arab world today. The plight
of the Muslims is one illustration to them of what we mgan,ﬂ> i/
;?wﬂ&w . i
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Burton Y. Berry

Department please pass to:
Belrut, Cairo, Dgmascus, Jidda,
Tehran, Tripoli.
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