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FM: AMEMBASSY MEXICO

TO SECSTATE: WASHDC IMMEDIATE! 7782

S E;:CR E: T SECTION | OF: 2 MEXICO' 233392

EXDIS:

sUBJs US: TRAINING OF MEXICAN: POLICE: AS RELATED TO STUDENT
DISTURBANCES

FOR DEPUTY ASSiSIANT‘SECREWARN HURWITCH AND ARA/MEX
A (URHg-T e g Cusdy ™ v Tamaa, a4
REFt A) MEXICO 4@ B) MEXICO: 232 Cy MEXIcCO 227

Qot 23 vew
5 D6 - % WAL
e WE'ARE‘DEEPQV‘CONCERNED'OVER POSSIBILITY THAT USG MAY BE
LINKED BY HOSTILE: ELEMENTS: TD: RECENT STUDENT DISTURBANCES,
ESPECTALLY THE' VILOLENT JUNE' 10 RIOTS, THROUGH QUR: TRAINING
PROGRAM FOR UP TO 22 MEXICAN POLICE CFFICIALS

2, TO REVIEW HISTORY OF: PDLICE TRAINING PROGRAM BRIEFLY.
DEPARTMENT WILLI RECALL! THAT IN BEGINNING OF JANUARY
FORE]GN SECRETARY RABASA URGENTLY ASKED AMBASSADOR FOR

USG ASSISTANCE IN ARRANGING FOR SPECIAL OBSERVATION AND
TRAINING PROGRAM FOR SELECTED MEXICANS' IN POLICE WORK AND
CROWD! CONTROLe RABASA TWICE: TOLD' AMBASSADOR (REF A) AND
UNDER! SECRETARY GALLASTEGUI, IN RESPONSE TO

A DIRECT QUESTION (PARA 72 REF A), ALSO TOLD DCM THAT THIS
PROJECT AND REQUEST FOR: USG ASSISTANCE HAD FULL' BLESSING
OF PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIAs INDIVIDUAL!I SELECTED BY MEXICAN
GOVERNMENT TO SET UP AND COORDINATE THIS PROGRAM AND WHOSE
APPOINTMENT WITH THE EMBASSY WAS' ARRANGED BY FOREIGN
SECRETARIAT,WAS COLe MANUEL DIAZ ESCOBARs, WHO TRAVELED

TO US: IN JANUARY TO WORK OUT PROGRAM WITH AID AND FBI
OFFICIALSe FILLOWING THESE DISCUSSIONS, USG OFFERED AND
GOM ACCEPTED TRAINING PROGRAM: AT AID=SPONSORED INTER-
NATIONAL POLICE ACADEMY IN WASHINGTON FOR FOUR 18 WEEK
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COURSES FOR A TOTAL: OFf UPI TO' 20 MEKICAN POLICE OFFICIALSe
FHE! FIRST GROUPI OF FIVEi BEGANI TRAINING MARCH! 8 AND SCHEDULED
T0: FINISH: JULY' 93 THE SECOND: AND! THIRD: OF i S1Xx EACH: BEGAN
APRILI 19° ANDI MAY' 1|7 AND! SCHEDULED! TO: END AUGUST 2@ AND
SEPTEMBER' 191 A, FINAL' GROUP| OF THREE: 1S' SCHEDULED TO BEGIN
AUGUST 9 AND' ENDI DECEMBERI [@+ IT' WOULD' THUS: APPEAR THAT' NONE
OF THE. TRAINEES' HAS: YET RETURNED TO' MEXICOs. THOUGH MWE

WOULD! APPRECIATE! ARA/MEX CONFIRMATION OF THIS WITH THE
INTERNATIONAL! POLICE! ACADEMY s

3+ DEPARTMENT WILL! RECALL! THAT AT TIMEI PROGRAM WAS

BEING: CONSIDERED» EMBASSY EXPRESSED: CONCERN: OVER
POSSIBILITY THAT GROUPS: TRAINED INI US MIGHT RETURN. |

TO. MEXICO: AND PLAY' LEADING ROLE INi THE "HALCONES," DEALING

| HARSHLY AND PERHAPS EVEN: OUTSIOE! THE LAW WITH STUDENT

LEADERS AND DEMONSTRATORS (PARA EIGHT MEXICO'S 48] FOR

REASONS GIVEN REFTELSs EMBASSY NEVERTHELESS RECOMMENDED' AND
DEPARTMENT CONCURRED THAT WE COOPERATE WITH MODEST POLICE
TRAINING PROGRAMe RECENT EVENTS SHOW THAT OUR CONCERN WAS: MORE
THAN JUSTIFIED.

4e AS MEXICO'S 3273 (PARA, 7) MENTIONED, EXCELSIOR ON JUNE 13
RAN FRONT PAGE ARTICLE! IDENTIFYING: COLe DIAZ ESCOBAR AS
OIRECTOR OF THE' "HALCONES"™ WHO ARE! WIDELY BELIEVED AND
INDENTIFIED IN PRESS' AS HAVING BEEN PRINCIPLE CAUSES OF
BLOODSHED! ON' UUNE 1@s WHICH: SOME: SOURCES SAY REACHED AS

HIGH AS OVER 18@ KILLEDs THIS AFTERNOON'S E ULTIMAS

NOTICIAS REPEATS THAT COLle DIAZ ESCOBAR HAS BEEN

MENTIONED IN' THE' ATTORNEY GENERALM'S INVESTIGATION AS
CHIEF OR COMMANDER OF "SPECIAL' GROUP.”

5. D]AZ ESCOBAR WAS CLOSE! TO MEXICO: CITY REGENT MARTINEZ
SOMINGUEZ, WHD HAS' JUST RESIGNED! UNDER! FIRE» AND ALTHOUGH

HE' REMAINS IN HIS PRESENT POSITION, HE STANDS

A GOOD CHANCE OF BEING OFFICIALLY BLAMED IN THE

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S INVESTIGATION' FOR THE EXCESSIVE

FORCE. USED AGAINST THE! DEMONSTRATORSe IT IS

CONCEIVABLE THAT HE OR OTHER OFFICIALS:' BLAMED FOR

THE BLOOD' SHED MIGHT SEEKI TO DRAW A RED HERRING ACROSS

THE CONTROVERSY BY TRYING: TO IMPLICATE USG IN THIS -
AFFAIR TROUGH OUR TRAINING PROGRAME ALSO » HDOSTILE

ELEMENTS IN THE: PRESSs SUCH: AS EXCELSIOR OR SIEMPREs AS WELL
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AS: VARIOUS LEFTIST GROUPS: WOULD BE! DELJGHTED TO SEE THE!
US! SHARE! THE! BLAME' FOR! THEBE! OCCURENCES

6» ONi THE! FACE: OF: IT AND! DEALING: STRICTLY WITH: THE!

FACTS» THE USG IS COMPLETELN CLEAN! IN THIS MATTER.

WE'! WERE! OFFICﬂILLY ASKEDi BY THE: FOREIGN SECRETARY FOR

A POLICE: TRAINING' PROGRAMuTHE! MEXICAN GOVERNMENT

ITSELF! DESIGNATED: COLs DIAZ ESCOBAR AS: COORDINATOR!

OF: THE' PROGRAM, THE: TRAINEES WERE! ALL: CERTIFIED TO US

TO: BE! QUALIFIED: POLICE' OFFICIALS: AND: NONE: OF THE TRAINEES,
SO: FAR AS! WE! KNOW, HAVE({ YET RETURNED: TO MEXICOe 1T WAS ONLY OUR
OWN' INSIDE INFORMATION' THAT LINKED! DIAZ ESCOBAR TO' THE
"HALCONES" HOWEVER WOSTILEi ELEMENTS NEED: ONLY PLAY

fUP THE FACTS THAT DIAZ ESCOBAR, COMMANDER. OF' THE

" WALCONES"™ HAD BEEN IN' CONTACT WITH THE US EMBASSY»

HAD VISITED WASHINGTON' TO! CONSULT WITH US OFFICIALS

{AND HAD ALSO ACCOMPANTED! MARTINEZ DOMINGUEZ TO THE
INDIANAPOLIS CONFERENCE! ON: CITIES) AND THAT HE: HAD

SET UP TRAINING PROGRAMs PRESUMABLY FOR "HALCONES",

WITH USG ASSISTANCE» AND GREAT DAMAGE COULD BE DONE TO US.
EMBASSY THEREFORE RECOMMENDS THAT WE: BE- PREPARED TO DEAL
IMMEDIATELY WITY ANY PUBLIC: LINKAGE OF USG WITH DIAZ ESCOBAR
AND JUNE 1@ EVENTSe
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TO: SECSTATE: WASHDC/ IMMEDIATE! 7783:

S Ei CIRUEIT SECTION' 2 OFi 2 MEXICOt 93330
gxXbils:

7+ WE! HAVE PREPARED: STATEMENT INI SEPTELi FOR! IMMEDJATE:

USE: IN' S8UCH: EVENT . DEPARTMENT'S IMMEDIATE' CONSIDERATION

OF: THIS PROPOSED STATEMENT 1S: REQUESTED: SO' THAT COMMENTS MAY
BE RECEIVED: BY {1102 AeMis- JUNE' 17 MEXICO TIME IF POSSIBLE
CHARGE! HAS' APPOINTMENT AT NOON WITH: UNDER SECRETARY
GALLASTEGUI AND: PROPDSES: TD' TELLI HIM OFi OUR: CONCERN:

BASED! ON PRESS LINKAGE! OF{ DIAZ ESCOBAR WITH "HALCONES",

TO REMIND HIM: OF OUR GOM! REQUESTED! POLICE' TRAINING PROGRAM, AND
TO LEAVE WITH HIM TEXT OF! PROPOSED! STATEMENT WE WOULD PLAN TO
ISSUE: IF' NECESSARY» CHARGE: WOULD' ALSO SUGGEST THAT SELECTED OTHER
ELEMENTS OF MEXICAN GOVERNMENT SHOULD PERHAPS BE MADE

AWARE: AT HIGH LEVEL: OF OUR: TRAINING: PROGRAM IF' THEY

ALREADY DO NOT KNOW ITe WE HAVE INI MIND ATTORNEY GENERAL
SANCHEZ. VARGAS, AND PREBIDENT'S SECRETARY FAUSTO ZAPATA

(AS WELLI AS PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA HIMSELF )+

WE BELIEVE THIS WOULD BE UBEFUL, EVEN IF THE STATEMENT

NEVER! HAS' TO BE: ISSUED» TO LET GOMI KNOW THAT WE ARE

CONCERNED OVER POSSIBLE! DAMAGE' TO US/MEXICAN RELATIONS

OUT OF IRRESPONSIBLE AND UNFOUNDED: ATTEMPTS TO CONNECT

US TOI JUNE 10 RIOTSs WHETHER BY OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION OR
"ACCIDENTAL"™ LEAKS TO PRESS.

8+ WE ALSO STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT DEPARTMENT DO WHATEVER

IT CAN TO INSURE THAT NO: PUBLICITY WHATSOEVER BE GIVEN IN=
ADVERTENTLY OR OTHERWISE TO MEXICAN. POLICE TRAINING BY INTER-
NATIONAL POLICE: ACADEMY OR: ANYONE! EL.SE WE: ARE TAKING SIMILAR
STEPS HERE TO ASSURE NO' LEAKAGE. FROM THIS EMBASSYs OBVIOUSLY
THERE! SHOULD ALSO BE NO: USG: COMMENTS ON CURRENT INTERNAL
MEXTCAN POLITICAL: PROBLEMS:
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9e SUMMARY OF ACTIONS REQUESTED:

As DEPARTMENT'S' CONSIDERATIONI OFi ANDi COMMENTS: ON
PROPOBED! STATEMENT BY 11380 AeMs.» JUNEI 170

Be DEPARTMENT?S: CONCURRENCE! AND/OR: COMMENTS' ON: COURSE
OF: ACTTON! OUTLINE( ABOVEl ‘

Ce DEPARTMENT?S DOING: ALL! POSSIBLE! TOi ASSURE: NO LEAKS
ORI PUBLIC! RELEASE! CONCERNING! MEXTCAN' POLICE! TRAINING
PROGRAM - _ . ‘

Die- CONFIRMATION' THAT NONE! OF i CURRENT' TRAINEES'
MAVE' YET RETURNED: TO' MEXICOw GP=1
KUBISCH:

~ REPRODUCED WITHOUT THEFOREHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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