TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,
Comrade M. S. GORBACHEV

In accordance with your instructions, I am reporting on the subject of biological
weapons.

Our information shows that the USA acquired this type of weapon immediately after
World War II. By the time the Convention was signed in 1972, they had weaponized ten
biological recipes developed in special research centers, and also 35 types of munitions for
using these substances.

In our country the development of biological weapons began in the 1950s at three USSR
Ministry of Defense organizations, located in Kirov, Zagorsk, and Sverdlovsk. In 1971 they were
joined in this work by another 12 organizations of the USSR Ministry of the Medical Industry
and the former USSR State Agroindustrial Committee. By 1985 they had developed 12 recipes
and means for using them. These were produced in suitable quantities, stored, and destroyed
after the expiration of useful life (an average of 6 months).

The international Biological Weapons Convention was signed in 1972 and ratified by the
USSR and USA in 1975. However, the Convention had no effective inspection mechanism for
ensuring compliance, nor was there a precise definition of the difference between developing
biological weapons and defensive means against them. According to some data, the NATO
countries took advantage of the situation to engage in intensive development and production of
especially aggressive biological infectious agents. Some of this work was done in third countries
that had not signed the Convention.
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Forced to respond, our country also carried out such work until 1989.

However, because of significant progress in negotiations on the Chemical Weapons
Convention, which provided for inspection of any facility, including biological facilities, and the
possible implementation of international inspection of compliance with the 1972 Biological
Weapons Convention, the USSR Central Committee decreed on October 6, 1989, that all
research capacity for developing biological weapons be redirected and used to develop
defensive means against these weapons so as not to contradict our international obligations.

In 1988 the stocks of special recipes were destroyed, production of active materials at
industrial facilities was halted, and specia! processing and munitions-assembly equipment was
dismantled.

On December 6, 1989, the USSR Central Committee decided that eight biological
research and production facilities of the USSR be prepared for international inspection by July 1,
1990.

On March 16, 1990, the USSR Central Committee decided that three such facilities of the
USSR Ministry of Defense and four facilities of the USSR Council of Ministers State
Commission for Food and Procurements be prepared for inspection by January 1, 1991.



Three research facilities, in Obolensk (Moscow Region), Novosibirsk, and Leningrad, are
currently being prepared for international inspection, as well as industrial facilities in Omutninsk
(Kirov Region), Berdsk (Novosibirsk Region), Stepnogorsk (Tselinograd Region), Kurgan, and
Penza. Biological facilities of the USSR Ministry of Defense and the USSR Council of Ministers
State Commission for Food and Procurements are being prepared for international inspection
after January 1, 1991, as stipulated in the USSR Central Committee decision.

It is possible that some Western circles have a heightened interest in our country’s
compliance with the 1972 Convention after the defection of V. A. Pasechnik in France in
October 1989. Pasechnik, who was General Director of NPO Farmpribor, which is located
Leningrad and under the USSR Ministry of the Medical Industry, had knowledge of the content
of special biological research work, as well as the locations of organizations involved in this
work.

However, any possible leak of information by Pasechnik, who is a narrow specialist, will
not cause major damage in revealing our scientific and technical achievements in this field, but
might provide a basis for western countries to question the Soviet Union's compliance with the
Biological Weapons Convention.

It should be noted that under the 1972 Convention, our country in 1988-1990 gave the
United Nations a complete list of the names and locations of 17 facilities that handle high-risk
infectious materials, including facilities developing defensive means against biological weapons.
At the same time the USA disclosed only six such facilities, although some data indicate there
are far more than that.

If the issue arises of visiting each other’s biological facilities in order to lessen concerns
about their activity, we could propose that the Americans visit facilities in Kirov, Novosibirsk,
and Obolensk. In return, Soviet specialists should visit the Baker Laboratory at Dugway Army
Proving Ground, the National Toxicology Center (Pine Bluff, Arkansas), and Cetus Corporation
(Emetvill [sic], California), which were not on the list of biological facilities that the USA
declared to the UN.

L. Zaykov
May 15, 1990
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IPE3ATEHTY COK3A COBETCHUX COLMANMCTAUECKVX PECILYRIVK

Tosapuy "OPBAYERY M.C.

B COOTBETCTBMM C Bauuy NOpyueHWeM NOKNAaIHSas 710 BOIpOCY 4 (ua_
Ado2urLckom Opyxuu.

Mo umewmeRca wngopmauun, CA o6nananu aTuM BANOM OpyKUA cpaay
nocne Il muposo#t soliHu. Ko mpemenu nommucanus KoupeHumy B 1972 romy
Yy HUX OHJIO NPUHATO Ha BOOpPYXEHWEe NEeCATHb {uo.:ozuz £CK X peuentyp,
CO3Z8HHHX B CNELMaNbHEX HayuHHX LIeHTpax ¥ 35 TWUNOB pasiuuHux Goe-
NPUNacos IJIA MX NPUMEHEHUA.

B nameit cTpade paSoTh no coagaHuw o(uo SO0Z2UZIeCKOrO ODYRUA
Gy HauaTs B 50-e romn B Tpex opraHusauusax MuAmcTepcTBa 060pOHH
CCCP, mucaounposaxuux B r.r.Kupose, 3aropcke u Ceepmmoscke. C 1971
roga K sTum pa6oTaM OuUIM MOAXADUEHH eme [2 opranvsaumit Munmennpoma
CCCP u Guswero I'ocarponpoma CCCP. Ho 1985 rogma oTpaGoraxo 12 pe-
HenTyp ¥ CpencTea UX NpUMEHeHUA, KOTOpHe HapaGaTHBAaNUCh B COOTBET-
CTBYyDIUX KOJIWUECTBAX, XPaHWIUCh U MO UCTEUEHUE CPOKa IPUIONHOCTH
(B cpegHeM 6 MecsueB) YHUUTOXANIUCD.

B I972 rony Gmna nognucada MemmyHapomiHas KOHBEHIMA O 3anpeme-
HUM GUOJIOTUUECKOTO OpyXUs, KOTOpas Gwia paTaduuuposaHa CCCP u Clla
B 1970 romy. OgHako, nonbaysch OTCyTcTBMEeM E ykasaHHON HoHBeHuuu
UETKOTO MexaHu3mMa KOHTPOJA 34 ee COGNOAEHMEM M HEBO3MOXHOCTHI pas-
rPaHUUEHUA PaGoT B 06JaCTH CO3LAHUA GUONOTMUESKOI'O OPYXMR W Cpef-
CTB 3alUTH OT Hero, No HEKOTOpsM JaHHuM, B crraHax HATO segyrcs
MHTEHCUBHHE paGOTH MO CO3[aHWK ¥ NPOMIBOACTBY OCO60 arpecCUBHHX
OMONOrMUECKUX NOpaxailyux aCEHTCB, B TOM UUCIE Ha TEPPUTOPUM TPETBHX

CTpaH, He nomgnvcaBuKx HOHBEHLIHEZ.
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B kayecTBe BuEYXASHHOY OTBETHOW MEDH B Haue CTpaHe TaKKke pado-
TE NPOSCIUIUCH DO 19E9 rona.

OnHaKo, YUMTHBAA 3HAUKTENbHWE NOABUAKA Ha neperopopax o 3aK/o-
yerun KOHBEHUMM TO 3anpeilediin XUMUUECKOTO OpYyHAs, npejycMaTpuBanues
KOHTPO:b J060TO o6beKTa, B TOM UUCIE 6UONOTKUEeCKoro, ¥ BC3MO¥HBNM
BEELEHUEM MEXIYHapOIHOro KOHTDPOIA 38 co6meneduen KodseHuwn 13972 roze
0 3ampeleRuy GrONOTMUECTKOrD Opy"UA, 10CTaHOBJEHUEM K KICC or 6 ok-
TaSpAa 1989 roaa nopyuyeHo BECH HayYHO-TEXHUUECKUR MNOTeHunan no pas-
paboTke Suoso2uzeckozo OpyHVf TIEPEODHEHTUDOEATD U MCNOoNL30BATH
05 ycuneHua paGoT no CO3naHuio CPEACTE 3amuTH OT HEro, UTO HE Mpo-
TUEOPEUUT NPUHATHM MEKIYHaDOIHHM 06A3aTelbCTBaM.

B 1988 ropy JTWKBUAMpOBaH XpaHuBmUicH 3anac cretkanbHEX peLen-
TYp, NpexpateHa HapaGOTKa aKTKEHEY. MATEPHATOR HH NPOMBIBJIEHHEX OOBEK~-
78X, JEMOHTMDPOBAHO CleluaNbHoe cHapAXaTelbHO-C60pOUHOe ¥ TEXHOROrU-
yeckoe 0O6OpyLOBaHKE.

PemenveM UK KOCC ot 6 nexabpA 1989 rona BOCEMb HAYuHO-UCCAELO-
BaTeNbCKUX U TTPOU3BONCTBEHHBX 6MONOrKUSCKUX O6BEeKTOB MunHmeznpoma
CCCP pomxHu GHTbL MOArOTOBJIEHH IJIA MEXIyHapOJHOr0 KOHTPOMf K I woas
1990 roga.

Pemenuenm UK KICC or I6 mapTa 1990 roga Tp® aHalOrUuHhX 06bEKTA
MuucrepcTsa 0GOPOHH CCCP ¥ ueTHpe O6bexTa ['OCKOMACCUM Cosmuna CCCP
0 NPOJZOBOJBCTBUD U 3aAKYNKAM 6ynyT NOATOTOBAEHH K KOHTPOID AD T an-
papa 1991 roga.

B HacToRmee BPEMF 3aBEpPIANTCA PaGoTH K npebABICHUN A5 MERLY-
HAPOJHOrd KOHTPONA TPeX HayuyHO-UCCAeN0BaTEeNbCKUX o6nexkTos B r.r,060-
nencke Mockosckoit o6racTy, HoBocuéupcke M Jlenuxrpage, a Tak¥e npo-
MuIEeHHBEe OOBEeKTH B r.r.OuyTHuHcke HupoBcko# o6n1acT, bepncke HOBO-
cubupckoit oénacrs, CrenHoropcke llenuHorpaackolt o6ractu, Hyprase u
flense. Bucnoruueckue o6pekTH MurncrepcTsa 060POHH CCCP u [ockomuccuu
Copmuua CCCP no NposoOBONBLCTBAY ¥ 3akylKaw POTOBRTCA K MexIyHapOoJHOMY

koHTpoaw ¢ 1 aAHBapA 1991 rona, kak 270 ¥ NPENyCMOTPEHO DEilleHAEM



HENb3A UCKIWUWUTL, UTO [IO0BHUEHHHK MHITETPSC wilpedcacnnbs npylve
3anara Kk cobnoneHuw Haue? cTpano# nonoxexni Honsenuuu 1972 roga,
NPOABJAETCA TNOCTE HEBO3BpANEHMA W3 KOMaH[UpoBkM BO TpaHuMO B OKTAG-
pe I989 rona reHepaabHoro aupexropsa Hil0 "Zapmnputop" Munmennpoma
CCCP (r.lienunrpan) [laceunuka B.A., KOTOpHF Ows OCBENOMNIEH O COMEp-
KaHW¥ HayuHO-MCCIELOBATENbCKUX CleunalbHHX ﬁ(a.zazazec.zux pa6oT,

a TaK#e NUCIOKALMM TNDUBIEUEHHHX OpraHusauuii. |

BmecTe c TeMm BO3MOXHas yTeuka WHGopMauuu uepea llaceunuxa, AB-
NAKLErocs Y3KMM CNeuuanucToM, He NpUBEeLNeT K 3HAUWTEeNbHOMY ymeply
B UACTY DACKDHTHA HaMX HayWHO-TEXHHUECKUX ROCTWXEHu#t B To#l obrac-
T¥, HO MOXET ABKTLCA OCHOBaHMEM INJIA NOCTAHOBKM 3anajHHMU CTPaHaMH
nepen, Cosercxum COn30M BOTPOCOE O coaofeHuM KOHBEHUMU NO GMONOTH-
UECKOMY ODYyXHMI.

CnenyeT OTMETHTb, uTo B coorBercTsuu ¢ Houperunue#t 1972 roga
Hawa cTpaHa B 1988-1990 rosax o6vasuna B OOH nosHuit nepeueHb OGBEK-
tToB (Bcero I7 oGbEKTOB) W MX LUCJIOKaUMK, Ha KOTOPHX NPOBOIMAUCHL pa-
60TH C ONacHHMM MHGEKUMOHHHMM MaTepuanamMd, B TOM UWCNIE M B UENAX Bu-
paGoTKM CPENCTB 3alfUTh OT GUOJOTUYECKOrO ODYHHA. lipn sTom CA orpa-
HUUKIKCh NpEACTABIEHWEM TOJNbKO WMECTH AHANOPWUHHX OGBHEKTOB, XOTA, NO
HEKOTOPHM NA8HHHM, UX UKCIO 3HAUUTENbHO Goubue.

B ciyyae BOSHWMKHOBEHWA BOMPOCA O B3AWMHOM MOCEmEHWH Guonoruyec-
KUX O6HEKTOB B ULENAX CHATUA 03a60UEHHOCTY O MX NEeATeNbHOCTH MOXHO
6wio GH NpEeAJIOXUTh aMepuKaHlaM Iis NOCemeHWs OOBEKTH B r.r.Kvpose,
Hosocu6upcke, OGonexcke Mockosckoit obnactu. OnHobpemeHnHO Guiao Gu
lienecoo6pasHo COBETCKMM CrELMaNycTaM Ha B3auMHON OCHOBE NOCETUTDH
Beitkeposckyn nadopaTopri Jlarysiickoro noauroHa CyXOMyTHHX BOHACK,
HauuoHalbHEll TokcukoJoruuecku# uextp (llafin-Bragd, mrar Apkansac),
"lleryc Hopnopeitnx" (dmeTswnn, wraT HanudopHua), KOTOpHE He BOWIU

B MepeueHb GWONOTUUECKHX 06bHeKTOB, obvaBnexHwx CliA B OOH.

Ji.3ailkos
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