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Secretary Vance began by telling Ponomarev that he wished 
to express some concrete thoughts concerning the Horn and how we could 

C>cooperate to solve the problems which exist there. He said that he 
would hate to see the situation in the area become exacerbated and have 

--this lead to negative effects on our relations. We wanted to resolve 

N 
the situat in such as way as to bring peace to the area. 

0 wh 
The Secretary said there are certain basic principles 

we base our approach on. The first of these is the principle of 
C)territorial , which a very important one to the African 

and is a bas part of the position taken by the OAU. The 
is that a continuation of the confl t cannot but lead to 

' I 

ther bloodshed, d ruption, and both sides. So it 
we to f a d through 

to resolve 
first involve a 

ences which exist 
ire, and then a 
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Ponomarev sa he would convey the 's 
to the , and that the s would think about 
what could be done. 

Ponomarev said that to the Cuban t, 
more for the U.S. to talk with it would be 

about th He again emphasized that side is very definite! 
favor of a 1 settlement the Horn of 

lems in the 
area such 
let such 

, but we should not 
US-USSR relations. 

the 
occasn·on 

a Geneva confe­
sky, there came 
between Egypt and 

Ponomarev sa he would also like to use 
to the Middle East. The Soviet leadersh 
document signed October 1 regard the of 
renee. And then, like lightning out of a clear blue 

.~eetings between Sadat and Begin, and other meetings 
·rsrael, and the whole situation changed. 
v 

Ponomarev said the Soviet side convinced that there 
~·must be a Geneva conference. He said it was his personal opinion that 

the US and USSR are strong enough to induce the countries involved to 
-refrain from military activity and to bring about peace in the Middle 
~ast. For the past three years the Soviet Union has not sent any arms 

to Egypt and Sadat has been severely criticizing the USSR for that 
~eason. The Soviet side has openly advocated a peaceful settlement and 

wants to guarantee, together with the US, secure borders for Israel. 
~he USSR has said many times that Israel has a right to exist. 
~ften, when told by Arab leaders that Israel has no right to exist, 
~he Soviet s has told them that they were wrong. As the Secre 
cfnew, Arab countries and certain Pales representatives 

insisted that there was no place in the world for Israel. The Soviet 
, however, has indicated at the h t 1 that it id 

not agree with such a position. This of 
~he USSR. is the state of the 

from Naz , 
where it is. 
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us that 
the must be a one and must come 
conference. We on the basis of our 

a Geneva 
decla­

be con-all through that a Geneva con would 
at the end of December. Then events took 

b~e t of Sadat to Jerusalem, about which d not 
the us. 

At this , Ponomarev jected lish "Real 

ied, "Real ," and said that after 
it was seen as a real ~reakthrough in the wall 

When proposals were made for direct t 
US thought that it would support as a step towards Geneva. But 

we do not as a substitute for Geneva, s it is obvious 
that there can be no comprehensive settlement without extending the 

• ,..,umber of participants and broadening the scope of the negotiations. 

~ The Secretary said that at present we are working on a 
declaration of principles along the line of the principles which were 
~laborated together with the Soviet Union and which, in essence, are 
_those principles which are indicated in the US-Soviet joint statement 

of October 1. The principles would cover the following points: 
~ 

a. the object of the talks must be a comprehensive 
settlement; 

N b. there must be withdrawal of Israeli forces from 

0 the occupied ies; 

0 c. there must be true peace, as we in our 
joint statement: 

:::o 
d. em must be resolved and 

f'.,. ic the deter 
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~ The that he has been 
the Soviet government close in about each s of what 

happening since the Cairo conference. He added, as a f 
t he wanted to say, as he had in the , that we 

to convene a Geneva , as we had We 
that our two s could work to ish this. 

Ponomarev that there are no differences between us o 
this, but events are developing differently. 
hindering the conven of a Geneva 
of them. Ponomarev said that 
expressing without consult the 
back to the which the 
October 1, and that we should not 
settlement. Such efforts are br 
the October 1 

t, 
, is that 

and Gromyko 
efforts to reach a 

he is 
must 

We must return to 

The 
1rent, and that it had made 
~tand this, and they agree 
hensive one. 

said that the US opposes a separate settle­
this clear to the two parties. They under­
that a lasting settlement must be a compre-

Ponomarev he would convey the 's and the 
-president's remarks to the Soviet leaders, and the sooner a settlement 
~an be reached on the Horn of and the Middle East, the better. 

-Ponomarev. 
:'-4 

0 

0 

The Secretary said that he agreed with this and thanked 




