@

TOP SEC:x1

NOTES ON MEETING AT YALTA BETWEEN THE 310 TUHEE
4-8 .M., FEBRUARY B

PRESENT

Amarloana;

The President

The Esarstary of State
habasaador Harriman
Mr. Harry Hopkilnas
Justios Hyrnea

Mr. Baohlen

Mr. HaAatthaws

Mr. Hiss

British:

The Prime Minlster

Hr. Edesn

Sir Alexander Cadogan .
Anbasgsador Clark Eerr

Sir Edward Bridges {Secretary of %war Cabinet)
Interpretar .
Mr., Bob Dixon

Mr. Jaffray Wilaon
Mr., Gladwyn Jebb

Russimnea:

Marshal Stalin

Mr. Molotow

Mr. vrlh inskl

Mr. Malaky

Ambassador Oromyko
Ambasrador Oousey

Mr. Pavlov (interpreter)
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(The first part of the meeting was devoted to a
dliscussion of the voting proocedure for ths world
organization. This 1s covered 1in Mr. Hisa's notes.)

POLAND

Prggid!nt:

1 should like to bring up.Pullnd. I come from a great

distance and therefore have the advantags of A mora
distant point of viesw of the problem. Thers ars slx
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or seven million Poles in tha United States. As I asald
in Tehran, in general 1 am in favor of the Curzon line.
Moa% Folea, llke the Chiness, want to aave fTaoa.

Stalin:

{interrupting) 3ho will anve face, tha Folaa 1n Polané
or the smigre Folen?

Presldent:;

The Foles would 1llke East Prussaim and part of Oermany.
jt would make 1t smnaler for me at home If the Soviet
Government could give aomething to Poland. I ralssd the
guaatlion of glving them Lvor at Tehran. It has nowv bean
suggaatad that the oll lands in the southwest of Lvov
might be glven them. [ am not making a definite atate-
mant but I hopes that Marshal S5talin oAan make A gasturs
in thias dlreetlon.

But the moat important msatter la that of a psrmansnt
government for Poland. Opinlon in the United States 1in
againat recognltlion of the Lublian government on the
ground that 1t represents a small portion of the Polirsh

p pesople, What people want ls the greatlion of a government
of national unity to mettle their internal diffarsncaa.
A government whigh would represent all five major partles
(names them) im what is wantad., 1t may interast Marshal
Stalin that I do not know any of the London or of thes
Lublin government. Mlkolajotyk cames to ¥ashington and
I wap greatly impressed by him. I felt that he wns an
honest man.

The maln suggeatilon I want to make is that there be
oreated an ad lnterim government which will have the
support of the omajority of the Follish paople. Thera are
many ways of crenting auah a government. Onma of the
msany suggestlions 1a the posalbllity of oreating a
prealdenoy council made up of a small number of men who
would bes the ocontrolling foroe ad interim to met up &
mora permansnt government. I mAake thls suggestion as
from the distance of three thousand miles. Sometimen
dlatance is an advantage. We want a Poland that will be
thoroughly friendly tq the Soviat for yesara to come.
This 18 epsentinl.

Stalin;

(interrupting) Friendly not only to thes Soviet but all
threes allies,

President:
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Praaldent:

This 12 my only suggestion. If we can work out some
solutlon of thls problem 1t wlll maks pesmoe much enaler,

Prime Minister:

I have made repeated deslarationa in Parliazsnt in
support of the S8oviet clalme to the Curzon line, that 1la
to- aay, leaving Lvov with Soviet Russla, 1 have bann
much orltlaolzed and so has Mr. Edsn ssreclally by the
party which I rerresent. But I have alvays oconsldered
that after all Ruasia has suffersad in fighting Germany
and after all her efforts in llberating "oland her clalm
is ona founded not on forees but on right. In that
rosition I abide. Dut of ocourae 1f the mlghty power,
the Soviet Union, made a gaature of magnanialty to a
much waaker power and made the gesture sugcested by the
President we would heartily aococlalm auch aoction.

Howaver, I am mors intersated 1in the gquesatlon of
Foland's esoversign independence and fressdom that in
particular frontier linea. I want the Poleas to have a
homa in Europe and to be free to live thelr own 1ifa
there. That i1s an obJective whioh I have alwayr heard
Marshal Stalin proolalm with the utmosat firmness. It
ia because I put my trust in his deolaration about thas
soverelgn independence and freedom of Poland that the
frontier question I consider not of supreme ilmportance.
This 18 vhat is dear to the hsarta of the nation orf
Britain. Thls 1s what wa went to war agalnst Oermany
for--that Poland should bs free and soversalgn. Everyons
here knows the result 1t was to us unprepared as we
were and that it nearly coast us our life as a nation.
Great Britain had no material intereat in Poland., Her
interest is only one of honor begause we drew the sword
for Poland against Hitler's brutal attask. Hever could
I bs content with any solution that would not leave
Poland as a free and indepsndent atate., Howaver, I have
one Aqualifieation; I do not think that the freedom of
Poland could be mades to ocover hostile deslgns by any
Pollsh government, perhaps by intrijgue with Uermany,
agalnst the Boviet. 11 cannot concelve that the world
organlzation would sver tolerats asuch actlon or leave 1t
only to Soviet Ruseia to take proper measures. Our most
sarneat desaire whioh wa oare about as munh as our lives
la that Poland be miatrams in her own nouse and in hsr
own soul. I sarneatly hope that we shall not separate
without taking a practical atep with this objlactive.

At the preassnt time thers are two povernmente about
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which we differ. I have naver seen any of the pressent
London government. Wae recognize them but have not sought
thelr company. But Mikolajoryk, Romer and. Grabakl are
m=en of good senae And we have confldence in them. ¥e
remaln in informal but friendly contaat with them. There
will be grsat oritiolsm agailnst us all if we 1#t them

ivide us vhap we have such aat tagks and COom=Oon hopes.
an we not e R guvnrnnuntggirn in Poland. A pro-

vislonal or interim government, as the Prasident said,
pending fres eleotlons so that all three of us can sxtend
recognition aa well as thes other Unlited Nations. Can wa
not pave the way for a fresa future on the futures conati-
tution Aand adminlatration of Poland? If we pgould do
that wea ahould leave the table with one grent aterp
aocomplished toward future pesce and the prosperity of
Central Europa. I am sure that sffective guarantees
can be lald down to seocure the line of communicatlons

of the viotorious Aed Army In 1ta battle to defent
Germany. His MajJasty's Government cordislly supcort the
President's pugrestlon and present the quastion to our
Russian allles,

(Stalin suggests a ten-minute intermisslon.)

Btalin:

The Prime Minleter has sald that for Great BEritain the
question of Poland 1s a question of honor. For Russia
it 1is not only a queation of honor but aleo of ssauwrlty.
It 1» & quastion of honor fTor Russia for we shall have
to aliminate many things from the booka. But it 1s aleo
a question of securlity of the atate not only becauss ve
are on Poland's frontler but also because throughout
history Poland has alwaya besen a corridor for attnck on
Rusaia. It 1la suffiolent that during the last thirty
Years our (erman enem¥ hasg passed through this corridor
twica. This 1# because Poland was weak. It 1s in the
Russian interest as well ag that of FPoland that Peland
be strong and powerful and in A position in her own and
in our interests to shut the corridor by her own forces.
The corridor cannot be mechanloslly shut from outalde by
Russia. It pould be shut from lnalde only by Poland.

It 1s necessary that Poland be fres, lndependent and
powearful. It ia not only a guestlon of honor but of
1ife and death for the Soviet State., That ia why Russaia
today is agalnet the Crarist polloy of abolition of
Foland. We have comrletely changed thiec inhuman policy
and started a poliey of friendehlp and independence far
Foland, Thise i# the basls of our polioy and we favor a
atrong lndespendent FPoland.

1 refer
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4 I refer now to our alllea appeal with regard to the
Qurzon line. The President hae suggested modifloation,
giving Poland Lvov and Lvov Provinos. The Prims Minlaster
thinke that we should make & gesture of magnanimity. But
I must remind you that tha Ourton 1line wana ilnvented not
by Ruseimns but by foreligners. The Curton line of Curren
was mafle by Curron, Tlemenceau and the Amarloana 1n
1918=1918,. Huanla was not invited Aand 414 not particinate.
Thlas line waa accepted agalnat the wlll of tha Ruanlans
on the baala of ethnologloal data. Lenin opposed itT.

He did not wvant to glve ®ae Blalyatok and Blalynstok
Frovinoces to Poland but the Curron line glves them to
Poland, ¥e have retrented from Lenin's poasltion. Some
want us to be less Husslan than Curzon and Olamencenu.
What wlll the Russlana say at Hoscow and the kralnlana?
Thay willl aay that Stnlin and Molotov are fAr less
defenders of Rusaslma than Curzon and Clesmencenu, I oRn=-
not take suoh A pomition and return to Mosgow. I prefar
that the wor contlinue a little longer and glve Poland
oompensatlion in the west at the expenss of Uarmany. I
asked Mlkola)oryk what frontler he wanted. Mikolajoryk-
wag dalighted to henr of n weatern frontliesr to tha rivear
Nelsa. I must say that I will msintain this line and
ask thils conference to eupport 1t. There are two Nelns
(’ rivers. The sast and the weat. I favor the went.

Now about the government. The Prime Mlinistsr has
sald that he wants to oreate a Poligh government hers.
I am arraid that was & slip of the tongua. Without the
partioipation of Poles we can create no Pollsh govern-
ment., They all say that I am a dlotator but I have
snough democratlic fesling not to set up a Pollah govern-
ment without Poles. It muat be with partiolpation of
Poles. Ve had tha opportunity in Moscow to oreate &
Polish government with Poles. Both London and Lublin
groups met 1ln Moscow and gertaln polints of agreament
were reachsd. MNlkolajoryk returnasd to London and wann
kicked out of the government. The present London govern=
ment of Arcghuchuskl, whioh 1s in reallty under the
Presldent Brachewlo:. All these pesople weres againat
the agreement and hostlle to the 1dea. They onlled tha
Lublin government "bandits® and “traitore.* Nerturally
the Lublin government pald the same ooln to the London
govarnment. It is 4iffioult to bring them togather.
The prinoipal personalities, Belirut, Csubka, Morawakl,
won't hear of the London government. I ask what kind
of conoceasions can be made, They can tolerate Orabskl
and Oeneral Jellkowskl but they won't hear of Mikolajozyk.

Under
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Under these olroumstances I am prepared to support any
attempt to create unity if there 1s some chanoe of
sucoese, 1 am prepared to oAall the Warsaw Folea here
or better to ses them in Mosgcow. Bub frankly, the
Warpaw government hae as great a democratle b-ala 1n
Foland ag de Oaulle has in France.

Now an A milltary man 1 must say what I demand of
a pountry literated by the Hed Army. Firet there should
be penoe and qulet in the wake of the army. Tha men of
the Ked Army are lndAifferant as to what kind of govern-
ment theres ie ln Poland but they do want one that will
mailntain ordar behind the linma., The Lublin Yarsaw
government fulfile this role not badly. There are agents
of the London government gconnected with the sc-called
underground, They are oalled reristance Tfarcea. WwWe have
had nothlng good from them but much svil, 5o far thelr
agents have kllled 212 Auselan military men, They have
attapked supyly bases for arma., 1t was announced that
All wiraleas atatlona muat be reglatared but thessa foroaa
contlinusd to break All the laws of war and ocomplained of
belng arreated. I thay attack the Hed Army any more
they will be shot., %hen I oompare the agentas of both
governmanta I find that the Lublin ones nre uaeful and
the others the contrary. The mllitary muat have perce
f!; and qulet. The military will support auoh a governmesni
and 1 ocannot do othervise, Bugh ls thes sltuation.

(The President save that it 1s now gquarter to
eight and that the meeting should adjourn,)

Prime Minigter: '

I muat put on record that both the British and Soviet
governments have different sources of information 1in
Poland and get dlifferent faota. Perhaps we are mistaken
but 1 40 not feel that the Lublin government represents
aven ons third of the Pollish psople. Thias is my honeat
opinion and I may be wrong. 3till, I have felt that the
undarground might have oollisions with the Lublin govern-
ment. I have fenred bLloodshed, arrests, deportation, and
I fear the effeot on thes whole Poliash queption. Anyons
who attaoks thas Hed Army should be puniahed but I omnnot
reel that the Lublin government has any right to repransnt
the I'olilah natlon.
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