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lV.EMOMNDUM OF CONFERENCE WITH THE P R ESJDENT 
M&rcl> 20, 1959, 7 P M 

Othere present: Prime Mlnbter Mt.c:mill-.n, Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd, Sir Frederick Hoyer Millt.r, Siz Norma.1 Brook 
Ambaaaador Caccia, Mr. Bishop , Secretary Herter, 
Am ba1iaador Whitney, Mr. Merchant, Geoer:U Goodpaster 

T he t'e wa.1 an informal discussion before dinner, at wbich there 
was c:ontideration of drafts prepared by the Forcian Office and 
c.be State Depa.rtment relating to the portion o! the reaponse to 
the Soviets concerned with terms of agreeme nt llO bold a Summit 
Meedlls. The Americ~ dra.!t called !or prior developments, 
in tbe context of a Foreign Ministert meedn.c, ) ut-lfyf.ng such a. 
Summit Mee:ing. The British dra!t lpe.Ued ou·t the purpOses of 
the Foreign Minister& rru~-eti.n.g .and indicated that J.l the Soviet• 
lh.arcd lhll view of the purpose we would acree to holding a Summit 
Meeti ng on 3 c:ert.a.itl date. 

The point w-;u str-ongly a rgued by &.be President :utd t be Prime 
Minilst er. who expressed theruselves m oat. powe rfully. 

G; Prime Minister said that the British pcopl• wiU not go t o 
war over thh matter v.i.tbout having had a prior Summit Meeting. 
They iecl th.a.l they are wale-r great. threaL. El~;ht. th<H·monuclear 
weaponu , which tbey believe the Soviets couJd now dcJJvet· again:>t 
Engl and, 'WOuld de stroy their c::ount.C)• a r.d k.UJ ZO nU llion p eople . 
He oo.id that e ven U we r ea et, no agreement, such a. meeting w~s 
a necetla_ry s tep. At another point. however, be aaJd that iJ the 
Sovieu were to take ~.«-lllttteral action o r threaten us with the: l aunch
ing of an attack a,ainst us, he would nOlCGrce to go to the Summit. / 

The Prc:lltec.t •.Ud the Amedc:.an people mul l &.lao be consi dered 
in th.h m att4!r. Tb:y too, M.ve strong views. Jft: had put the matter 
to them on the basis of 60i.,g to a Sumnut Meecina only U dcvelopmer.ts 
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r.o justify and he did not int end to chango thl£ positio n. We 
also are aware, l.b.rougb spe cHic s tudie.s, that w e might have. 
catua.ltie.s l.n w~.r of fhe order o! 70 miU.ion people. While 

~ 
otb.cr.s co uld talk about goina to a Summit t..hcting under threat 
of -'tt.aCk by tbe Soviets. he !or o ne wot,~.ld n.ot attend a.nd they 
could hold t heir Summit M eeting without him,{:ffr. Macmllla:'l 
upokc with great emotiort over the fac t that , at a time whe n 
Wo rld W;u 1 ra.l.gb.t have been prevented t hrough a. s umm.it 
meeting , Sir Ed~rd Gray went f.ishit~g in order t o avoid ju.at s uch 

' a mc.c':"g~The Pre$ident cowue.:-ed by a a.yiog that prior to 
World a Neville Cb.a.mberl..ai.n went t o tuch a meeting &.ad it 
h not the kind o! meeting with which he intends to be a saod.ated. 

Alter further cxcbange, the two agreed to think about the matter 
fur t her ove r d.in.na;. sleep on it, and ha.ve tbeir diploma-tic ad
visers sru.dy l hli question !urtber. 

WWl c the St-atomcnU we r e fn.\\de wi t h great tirm.nes s &nd • harp 
notw, there wa • no evidence o! p ersonal o.ni.lno$i ty - - ln !a.ct 
jwH tbe opposite. I 
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A. J .. Goodpa:.-ter ., o. 
Brlgac:llcr Cieoe~:al, USA 
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