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A ton of records found in a back 
room of a Police Station in Paraguay

Became the largest public secret g p
police archive in Latin America



Martin Almada [center, with 
moustache] at the human 
chain that journalists, 
human rights groupshuman rights groups, 
supreme court staffers and 
bystanders put together to 
extract the Secret Police 
archive…

The Archive of Terror…



“Open the Door in the name of theOpen the Door, in the name of the 
law” Agustin Fernandez and Luis 
Maria  Benitez Riera



Sized as evidence the documentsSized as evidence, the documents 
were taken to Judge Fernadez’ 
office at the Supreme Court



A treasure trove 
for judges
seekingseeking 

information on 
Operation 
Condor

The Cooperation 
between 

Southern Cone 
security forces 
to eliminate 
insurgentsinsurgents



Escaping from Escaping from 
Argentina’s dirty war, Argentina’s dirty war, 

Marta Dora Landi Marta Dora Landi 
disappeared in 1977.disappeared in 1977.

Her familyHer family learned her learned her 
daughter had been daughter had been gg

captured in Paraguay captured in Paraguay 
and handed to the and handed to the 
Argentine Armed Argentine Armed 

ForcesForces



“Secret October 22“Secret October 22Secret… October 22, Secret… October 22, 
1975… D1975… D--2 ESMAGENFA”2 ESMAGENFA”

“information…from the U.S. “information…from the U.S. 
Embassy Security AdviserEmbassy Security AdviserEmbassy Security Adviser Embassy Security Adviser 

Mr. McWade.”Mr. McWade.”

“… (G“… (G--2 Bolivia) during the 2 Bolivia) during the 
Bilateral IntelligenceBilateral IntelligenceBilateral Intelligence Bilateral Intelligence 
meeting in Asuncion, meeting in Asuncion, 

August 1975August 1975

“ at the VIII Intelligence“ at the VIII Intelligence… at the VIII Intelligence … at the VIII Intelligence 
Conference of American Conference of American 

Armies, Montevideo, Armies, Montevideo, 
October 1975…”October 1975…”

“…Colonel Rivera, from “…Colonel Rivera, from 
SIDE, working at the SIDE, working at the 
Argentine embassy Argentine embassy 

reported ”reported ”reported…reported…



In 2000, In 2000, 
Paraguay’sParaguay’sParaguay s Paraguay s 

Ambassador Ambassador 
to the UN, to the UN, 
Jorge Lara Jorge Lara 

CastroCastroCastro Castro 
accepted to accepted to 

work with the work with the 
Archive in Archive in 
support ofsupport ofsupport of support of 

the the 
Paraguay Paraguay 
ArchiveArchive

His mother a  His mother a  
renown renown 

human rights human rights 
activistactivistactivist, activist, 

Jorge was Jorge was 
also prisoner also prisoner 

a victim of a victim of 
the regimethe regimethe regime.the regime.



With the support of dozens of With the support of dozens of 
h i ht ti i t Sh i ht ti i t Shuman rights activists, Supreme human rights activists, Supreme 

Court staffers were able to Court staffers were able to 
physically organize the documents physically organize the documents 

and open the and open the Centro de Centro de 
D t i A hiD t i A hiDocumentacion y ArchivoDocumentacion y Archivo

(CDyA)(CDyA)



During the first 7 years of existence, the staff has processed  2000 Habeas Data filed to During the first 7 years of existence, the staff has processed  2000 Habeas Data filed to 
request compensation from the staterequest compensation from the state

Judge Luis Maria Benitez Riera with a relative of a victim, 
her husband and son, as she reads the files of her former 
disappeared husband.



It has received hundreds of It has received hundreds of 
Scholars, students, historians, Scholars, students, historians, 
journalists and human rights journalists and human rights 

activistsactivists
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Carlos OsorioCarlos Osorio
National Security ArchiveNational Security Archive

Raul Sapena BrugadaRaul Sapena Brugada
Chief JusticeChief Justice

Carmen Quintana de HorakCarmen Quintana de Horak
Dean Social Sciences Catholic Dean Social Sciences Catholic 

UniversityUniversity

Rosa PalauRosa Palau
Deputy DirectorDeputy Director

Centro de Documentacion y Centro de Documentacion y 
ArchivoArchivo

Signing the launching of the Signing the launching of the 
support project in 2001support project in 2001



After 2 years, After 2 years, 
the project the project 

accomplished:accomplished:

+ Train the staff+ Train the staff

+ Install + Install 
networknetwork



+Catalog 60,000+Catalog 60,000



+Microfilm and Digitize 300,000+Microfilm and Digitize 300,000





+ Install sliding shelves+ Install sliding shelves











+ Critical source 
for judges on 
O tiOperation 
Condor in 
Southern Cone, 
and Europep

+ increase the 
Archive’s 
responsivenessresponsiveness 
to Habeas Data, 
even find new 
material on old 
requests

+ Play a key role 
in supporting thein supporting the 
investigations of 
the upcoming 
Truth 
Commission




