Dear Comrade Fidel Castro:
Our October 27 message to President Kennedy allows for the question to be settled in
your favor, to defend Cuba from an invasion and prevent war from breaking out. Kennedy's
reply, which you apparently also know, offers assurances that the United States will not invade
Cuba with its own forces, nor will it permit its allies to carry out an invasion. In this way the
president of the United States has positively answered my messages of October 26 and 27, 1962.
We have now finished drafting our reply to the president's message. I am not going to
convey it here, for you surely know the text, which is now being broadcast, over the radio.
With this motive I would like to recommend to you now, at this moment of change in the
crisis, not to be carried away by sentiment and to show firmness. I must say that I understand
your feelings of indignation toward the aggressive actions and violations of elementary norms of
international law on the part of the United States.
But now, rather than law, what prevails is the senselessness of the militarists at the
Pentagon. Now that an agreement is within sight, the Pentagon is searching for a pretext to
frustrate this agreement. This is why it is organizing the provocative flights. Yesterday you shot
down one of these, while earlier you didn't shoot them down when they overflew your territory.
The aggressors will take advantage of such a step for their own purposes.
Therefore, I would like to advise you in a friendly manner to show patience, firmness and
even more firmness. Naturally, if there's an invasion it will be necessary to repulse it by every
means. But we mustn't allow ourselves to be carried away by provocations, because the
Pentagon's unbridled militarists, now that the solution to the conflict is in sight and apparently in
your favor, creating a guarantee against the invasion of Cuba, are trying to frustrate the
agreement and provoke you into actions that could be used against you. I ask you not to give
them the pretext for doing that.
On our part, we will do everything possible to stabilize the situation in Cuba defend Cuba
against invasion and assure you the possibilities for peacefully building a socialist society.
I send you greetings, extensive to all your leadership group.
N. Khrushchev
October 28, 1962

