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Cood evening, ny fellow citizeas:

This governweot, a2s promised, hes cainteined the
clogest surveillence of the Soviet omilitery build-up on the
1sland of Cuba, Within the past week, ur=istakable evidence
bas established the fact that ¢ weries of offensive piagsile
8ites 18 now 1in preparation on that imprisoned islsod. The
purpose of these bases can be none other than to provide =
nuclear strike cepability ngninst the Western Hemisphere,

Upon receiving the first prelimincry herd informatian
of this nature last Tuesday morning st £:00 &.m,, I directed
that our surveillance be stepped up, And having now confirmed
and compieted our evaluation of the evidence and our decizion on
2 course of action, this goveroment feels obliged to report
this new crigis to you in fullesat detail.

The characteristics of these new missile sites indi-
cate two distinct types of installations, Severil of then in-
clude Medium Range Ballistic Missiles, capable of carrying a
ouclear warhead for a distance of more than 1000 nsutical miles.
Each of these missiles, in short, is capable of striking
¥eghington, D. C., the Panama Canzl, Cape Capaverel, Mexico City,
or any other city im the Southeastern part of ths United States,
in Central America, or in the Caribbeap ares.

" -Additional sitesmt yet cozpleted appezr to be designed

for iztermediate reunge bellistic missilés -- cipable of iraveling
Dore than twice &8 fer -~ and thus cipable of striking moet of
the nmajor ¢ities in the Western Hemisphere, redging =5 fdr North
28 Hudson's Bay, Canade, 4nd es far South ds Lima, Peru. In .
addition, jet bombers, capable of carryiog ducleay wespone, arse
now being unerated and assémbled 1n Cubs, -while the pecessary

air bases dre being prepared. o P -

: " Tbis yrgent tracsformatidn. of Guba ipte w1 {pportast’
Hirategic base ~- by the presedce of these large, loang-rangs, asd
clenrly ofﬁgﬁaive,weapana-atkauddanjans:]dpgquq:iag'-x.caﬁaxgtq:és
W0 explitit: threit to ths pesce «&nd adcurity of 411 the Azericis,
io flagrant aod deliberite defiance. of the Rio Puact of 1847, the
traditions of this Kation gnd(HQmiGﬁhére,rxbgVJQL;Q Regolutioe
of the B7th Congress, the Chifter of' the United Nitions, Kud By
ova-publi¢ warningd to the Sovieta'qa beptamber ¢ and 13, Thig "
A¢tion alsg coutredictis tha ropeated wusurencés of ‘Sovieét 8pokes. °
meq, both pablicly sond privetely dealivered, that the arxe Yo~
to Cuba would retain $ts original défensive character, &od thyy
tbe Soviet Union bad nanqdcd or desaire to ctltadu!itrltqglg o
®lasiles oz the t#ryitlaory of any otber catios, :
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the aize of ihis updertiaking makes clear that it has
becs plinned for some pooths, Yet ooly la it wonth, after I had
ozce cluar the distinction between any introduction of grouad-
to-ground oissiles and the existence of defensive anti-aircraft
nissiles, the Soviet Government publicly stated on Septombser 11
thet, and I quote, “The arpaments and military equipment sent
to Cuba ere desigoned exclusively for defensive purposes,” and,
and I quote the Soviet Governoment, “There 18 no need for the
Soviet Govermment to shift its weapons for a retaliatory blow
to any other country, for instance Cuba,"™ and that, and I quote
the governpment, “The Boviet Union bas so poworful rocketé to
carry these nuclear warlbeads that there 1s nc need to @earch
for sites for them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union.™
Tbat stlatenent was false.

Only lest Thursday, as svidence of this rapid offen-
6ive bulld-up was already in my hand, Sovieti Foreign Minister
Grozyko told we in my office that he was instructed to wmake it
clear ooce ngain, as he sald hia goveroment had already dons,
that Soviet essistance to Cuba, and I quote, “pursued solely the
purpose of contributing to the defense capabilities of Cuba,™ that
and 1 quote hiw, “training by Soviet specialists of Cuban
nationals in handiing defensive armsments was by no means offen-
sive,” and that “if it wers otherwise," Lr. Growyko went om,
"the Sovietl Government would never become involved in rendering
such assistance." That statement also was felse.

Neither the United States of America nor the world
community of nations can toleratd deliberzte decsption aad
offensive threats on the part of eny nation, large or smzll. ¥e
no longer live in & world where ouly the actual firing of
weapons rejresents & sufficient challenge o = nation's security
to constitute maximum peril. Nuclear weipons. ule £0 destiuctive
and ballistic missiles are so swift, that any substantially
incrzasad possibility of thelr use or auy sudden change 4in
their’ dap¢o"mnnt may well be IQEQYQEG as = defiolie threat to
pesce.

For many years, bath the Soviet Unicn zand "the United

Stetes, recdguizing thls fagt, have depl oyed strategic nuclear
weapos 5 with great care, ‘mever upsetting the precarioug etgtus
que which insu*ed that thesé weaposs would not bs used in the
etgsence .of some vitgl challenge, Bur o stregegic nsssiles have
never bean trangfarred to the texritary of any -@ther nbation,
under a ¢loak of secrecy and deception; and our history, ﬁnlike
.that of the Sdviets sipce thie oad of Vorld Var 11, demodstrates
that we have no degire to dominite or conquer Any othef nation
or 1uposg our system upon its peqple. Kévertheless . Aménican
citizens hsve Docome adjusted to.1iving d21ily on the bullts aye
of Sovigt.missiles located inside the USSR or in subparines,
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Io that sense, missiles in Cuba add to an already
clear and present danger -- although it should be noted the
ouationd of Latin Americe have never previously been subjected to
4 potential nuclear threat. o

. But this Gocret, swift and extraordinmary build-up
of Communist olesilas ~- in an area well known to bave a spacial
and hiastorical relationship to the United Btates and the anations
cf tho Western Hemlsphere, in violation of 8oviet ageurances,
and in defisnce of American end Hemiepheric policy -~ thia suddan,
clandeatine decision to #talion atrategic weapons for the first
tice outeide of 3oviet soll ~- 1g g deliberately provocative and
uajustified change in the atatus qué which cannot be aoceptad
by this country, 1f our courage and our Coxmitmonts .are aver to
be trusted agein by either friend or foe,

The 1830's taught us a clear le3son: eggressive ‘con~
duct, if allowed to g£row unchecked snd unchallenged, ultimately -
leads to war. This patlon ig opposed t0 war, We are alsc true
to our word, Cur unswerving objective, therefore, must be to pre-
vent the use of these missiles ageinst this or any othar country,
and to gecure their withdrawzl or elinipation froo the Western
Hewmisphere. ’ ; ' '

Our policy bas been one of patience and restraint,: as
befits o peaceful and powerful nation, which lesds a worldwide
alliance. We have been determined not to be diverted from our
centrzl councerns by mere irritants and fapatics, But now furthe-
action 18 required -- and it i underwey; and these sctions mey
only be the beginning., ¥We will not prematurely or unnocesgarily. -
risk the costs of worldwide nuclear war in which even the fruits
of victory would be ashes in our mouth -- but peither will we
shripk from that risk at any time it cust be facsd,

Acting, therefore, id the defense of our own security
and of the estire Western Hemisphere, and under the authority
€2iruvsted to e by the Constitution as ecdorsed by the Resolution
©f the Congress, I heve directed thzz the following initisl eteps
be tsken imzedistely:
1) First: To balt this offensive-build-up, 4 strict quarantine
on all offensive military equpmment under shipment to, Cuba 1is
being initieted, All ships of any kind bound for Cuba from
whetever gation or port will, 1f found to contiin cargoed. of ,
offedsive weepons, be turned back., This quarantine will be . .
extended, 11 néeded, to other types of carge and carriers.. ¥a.. -
“wye oot st thie timae, bowever, -denying the Bécessitics of 1ife us
the Soviets sttempted to do in their Berlin bldokade of 1948,

2} Secdbd: T have directiéd tha cestizysd rod increzsed clowme
survelllance of Cubx and 1ts wmilitury build-up, © The Foreigs
kigiaters .of the OAS, in thelr cdmsunfque of Ocidber 6, rejected
secrecy on such mattérs in this Hexiephere. ' Should thase ¢ffen-
sive military Preparations cootinue, thua ivéredsiog the threst
1s the Hewlaphere, furiber actlics will Le Judtified. T bave
directed the Arwmed Forces 1o prepare for aaoy drsntuslitiss; and
T trust that 1o the {oterest of both the Cubun people and the
3oviet tectziciane sl the aites, the barzards fg al]l comceroed of
CoGilemilag (Bl tbreat wil] De recoswlned,
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3) Third: It shall ba the policy of this NHation to rogard any
nuclear missile launchad froo Cuba against any nation fin the
¥estern Hesi&phere as an attack by tha Soviet Union on the United

States, requiring a full retaliatory rosponse upon the Soviet
Union.

4) Fourth: As a necensery nmilitary precaution, I have reiunforced
our base at Guantapamo, evacuated today the dependents of our
personnel there; aod ordered additional military unite to be on

a stlandby alert baeis.

5) Fifttih: ¥e are calliog tonight for an immedizte meeting of

the Organ of Consultation under the Organization of American
States, to consider this threat to henmispheric gecurity and to
invoke Articles 6 and & of the Rio Treaty in support of all
necessery action. The Uaited KNations Charter allows for regional
security arrangenenls -- and the natiocns of this Hemiaphere
decided loog ago agalnst the military presence of outsglde powers.
Qur other allies around the world have also been anlerted,

8) Sixth: Under the Charter of the United Nations, we are askinz
tonight that dn energency meeting of the Security Council be con-
voked without delay to take action against this latest Soviet
threat to world peace. ©Qur resolutiocn will cdll for +the prompt
dismantling end withdravzl of all offensive weazpons in Cuba, under
the supervision of U§ observers, before the quarantine can be
lifted, )

7) Seventh and finally: I call upon Cbairman Khrushchev to halt
and eliminate this clandestine, reckless and provocative threat

to world peace and to stzble relations between our two nations.

I call upes him Zurther to abandon this course of world domination,
and to join in 2n histeric efifort to end the perilous arms race
end trzosforn the history of man. He has an opportunity now to
move the world back from the abyss of destruction ~- by returaninpg
to his governdent's owe words that it had no Heed to station mis-
sileés cuiside 115 oz ts-ritory, &nd withdrawing these wezpons
froc C“bg -~ by ‘refraiding from oy motion which will widen or
deepen 1he preseat crisis -~ and then by participazing in s seerch
for ﬁaaceﬁuﬁ-and permenent solutions.

T

. Thie Hitlen is prepared toxpresent 1t8 case ag&inst
the Soviet ‘thredt to pezce, and our own proposals for s peaceful
world, &t any time aud in any forum -- in the OAS, in the United
Natlio&%, or in &8y other newting that could be useful -- without
le;tzau aug Iygddos ¢f action. We hava in the past dadd gtrenucus

. L the sprend of nuclqgr‘uetponga He ﬁ&ve proposed
Loa o1 mll zrﬁé and diliﬁ iy bases ia & TR1r and
prréd to discus& e
: r zﬁe rﬂ*awai cf teusidaﬁ of “bath glides -4 fncluding
‘the pﬁséiqilities 6f 4 genuinosly. iqéﬁpeedgnt Cuba, free ‘10 deter-
‘ minefgﬁs ‘o¥g destiny ¥é bave no wish %o war with the Soviet

Loz ve are a peaceful peep]eiwho desire te Iive in perce

thér peoples, co “_ﬁz~a S ‘

th it‘is difficult t6) settl ~cr‘éVeﬁ disansaath&se
prob}evs fa ds atmosphere of intimidut‘eﬁ That gg . why . this latest

Sovigt threat <= or a3y other ihresi viich ls kRide efther
iad&pg:;ﬁ::ly oY iy responsd 1o our acviods this weak -- nust and
Wil e zel sitn deterzinatios. Any LosTilé mOvye enyehere {a the
HoRT
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world agaiost the Bafety saud freedcm of peoples to whom wa are
committed -- including ip particular the brave people of Wast
Berlio -- will be met by whatever sction is naeded,

Fionally, I want to say &« few worde to the captive
people of Cuba, to whom thie spesch iz being directly carried
by special radio facilities. T apeak to you as a friend, an one
who kaows of your deep attachment to your fatbherland, as one
who ahares your aspirations for l1iberty and justice for all.
And I have watched and the American people have watched with
deep sorrow how your anationalist revolution was befrayed -~ and
how your fetherland fell under foreign domination, Xow your
leadera are no longer Cuban leaders inspired by Cuban ideals.
They are¢ puppets apd agents of an international conspiracy which
has turned Cuba against your friends and naighbors in the
Americes ~- and turned it into the first Latin Amerjcsan country
10 become e target for nuclear war -- the firet Latin Amarican
country to have these weapons on its soil,

These new weapons are not in your interest, “They
captribute pothing to ydur peace arnd well being. They can only
undernine it, But this country bas no wish to cause you to suffer
or to impoge any system upon you. We know that your lives and .
land are being used us pawns by those who demy you freedom,

Many times in the past, the Cuban peopie have risen
to throw out tyrants who destroyed their liberty. And 1 have
no doubt thzt most Cubans today look forward to the {ime when
they will be truly free -- free from forelign demination, free
to choose thelir own leadars, Iree to select thely owd sygtém,
free to own their own land, free to spesk, and write, and worship
- without fear or degradhtion. And ther sball Cuba ba walcomed back
to the soclety of free naticns snd to tbe asaociations ot this
HemisPl-.ere.r

¥y fellow citizens: Let no one -doubt that this is
& difficuit and dangerous effort og wbieh wé hive sét out, Ko
one can foresee precisely whet cow-se 1~ will teke g whatu.:
oY casuzlties will be incutred. p {
discipline Yie ahead -- months in vhieh bqth our p&t g
%11l will be tésted -- months in which’ many thi
tiofis will keep us aware of our dangers,
ot all‘wauld bd to do notbing.

S . The path we ha,ve chdseu t
hazurds a8 41) paths aré'.-- Dt £t i€
~ with ouf charaater and courage Ak a nat
dround the world. The coét of freedon.is’ : S
Americans have Always: pnid it . Ad o it hoose, '
and tha* is the path.of Gurrendér o% i : L

’ . Qufygoal 19 uot tha ﬁiqtg
tian of xfght : YL pe :
pence and. ireedam here in tbis ﬁ§ﬁ1
the vorld. God vilzing, that gosl’

Thxnk ;ou lnd gdod oight,

EKD



