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INFORMATIONS® RELEASED JUNE 23, THE SHAH, REPLYING

70 THE QUESTION WHETHER IRAN WOULD ONE DAY PDSSESS A
MUCLEAR WEAPON, I5 QUOTED A8 SAYING, “CERTAINLY, AND
§00NgER THAN 78 BELIEVED, BUT CONTRARY TO INDIA, WE

HAVE FIRST THOUGHWT OF OUR PEOPLE AND THEN OF TECHNOLOGY,
yOU SEE THE RESULT TODAY®,

8. REFERRING TO THE FRANCOIRANIAN AGREEMENTS ‘SIGNED
N FERRUARY (974, THE SHAH SAID 'THAT THEY WERE THE
MOST YMPORTANT EVER SIGNED BETWEEN AN OIL PRODUCING
AMD AN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY, AMOUNTING TO OVER

THREE BILLION DOLLARS, OTHER PROJECTS BEING
MEGDTIATED BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AMOUNY 70 FIVE .
BILLION DOLLARS, HE SAID, ADDING THAT THE FRENCH HAVE
AN IMpORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN IRAN NOW THAT "CERTAIN
ARAB £OUNTRIES ARE CLOSED YO THEM, ESPECIALLY SINCE
MRe NIXONTS VISIT To RIAD aAND CaROv",

%, IN REPLY 7D QUESTIONE ON ARMS PURCHASES, THE ZHAH
S§TATEp: “YHE PERSIAN GULF I8 A STRATEBIC ZONE OF
FIRST IMPORTANCE. THE SMALLEST SPARK AND EVERYTHING
BLOWS UP,. 'THE VERY SOPHISTICATED ARMY THAT I
MAINTAIN & MY 'FORCE DE DISSUASION EV DE FRAPPEY,
KHAT n0 THE FRENCH DO WITH THEIR BOMB? I DO THE SAME
WITH MY RESOURCES.®

4, AcCORDING TO AN AFP. ITEM, THE IRANIAN EMBASSY HERE
I18SUER A STATEMENT JUNE 24 DENYING THAT THE SHAH
INTENBED 70 GIVE IRAN NUCLEAR WEAPONS, P"THIS INFORMA=
TION $5 TOVALLY INVENTED AND WITHOUT ANY BASIS WHATSO=
EVERY, THE EMBASSY SAID, SPECIFYING THAT THE SHAM HAD
NEVER MADE A STATEMENT THAT COULD BE INTERPRETED IN THAT
SENSE
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