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SUBJ: NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES IN IRAN -

REF: TEHRAN 08788

i, EMBASSY HAS‘LEARNED'THATYDEQ:ETEﬁADg PRESIDENT, ATOMIC
ENERBY QR&ANIZATIQN‘DF‘iRAmg HAS TENDERED HIS RESIGMATION
AND THAT IT WILL BE ACCERTED, :

2, SOURCES OUTSIDE OF AED] INDICATE THAT OTHER RESIGNATIONS
WOULD LEKELY FOLLOW ETEMADYS ) AMONG NAMES MENTIONED ARE
RAFIZADEH, V,P, FOR FUEL GCYCLEs MANZOOR, v,.@, FOR INTER=-
NATIONAL ACTIVITIES, AND FARZIN, DIRECTOR OF SAFETY.

3. DR, AMMAD SOTDODEHNIA, DEPUTY MINISTER FOR NUCLEAR
POWER PLANTS AT MINISTRY OF ENERBY AND FORMER. ETEMAD
PROTEBE, APPEARS ALSO TO BE CAMDIGATE FOR RESIGNATION, .
ACCORDINE TO NON=BOVERNMENT SOURCE, AT THE SAME TIME,
DR, SOTOODEHNIA MENTIONED TO AMBASSADOR AND SCIATT IN
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OBLIGUE MANMER, THAT WHEN MANAGEMENT DECISIONS ARE MADRE
CONCEBNING FATE OF AEDT, WE, SOTODDEHNIA, MAY HAVE
ITNCREASED INVOLVEMENT, WHILE SOTOODEHNIA AFFIRNS

THAT ME- WOULD NOT BE CHOSEN AS A CANDIDATE FOR NEW
PRESIDENT OF AEQL, WE-SEES THE POSSIBILITY THAT

AEDI OR PORTIONS THEREOF COULD BE-  TRANSFERRED A8 HAS
THE PROJECT ORGANIZATION NOW UNDER HIS DIRECTION, TO
THE: MINISTRY OF ENERBY, THEREBY BROADENING HIS OuWN
SPHERE. OF INFLUENCE, HE CONCEDES ALSD- THAT HE GOULD
BE WOUTH, DR, -30TOONEHNIAIS IMMEDIATE ASPIRATION
APPEARS TO SE TO COMPLETE THE WORK SYARTED AT BUSHEHR
AND KARUN, REGARDLIES -OF FUTURE DECISIONS CONCERNING
ADDITIONAL NUCLE&R PLANTS, (COMMENT: EMBASSY WISHES:
TO EMPHASTZE CONJECTURAL NATURE OF THIS INFORMATION
AND THAT DR, ETEMAD'S .NAME I5 THE ONLY ONE. ACCORDED
OFFICIAL RECOGNITION AT THI3 TIME,)

4, "ACROSS THE BOARD REASSESSHMENT® OF GOVERNMENT EQA?ITAL
INVESTMENT) -PRIDRITIES I8 UNDERWAY AND SUCH REASBESS=-
MENT, COUPLED WITH OPEN CRITICISM OF AEOI, HAS
ESSENTIALLY PAHALYZED THE DECISION=MARING PROLCESS IN

BOTH AEDI AMD MIMISTRY OF ENERBY ON MATTERS MNUCLEAR..

5, IN CONMVERSATION 241 SEPTEMBER WITH WESTINGHOUSBE'S
BHUTANI (PROTECT), S0IATT LEARNED BSUBSBTAMCE: OF
HESTINGHOUSE MEETING HWITH HMINIZTER MAHD MINA O
WEDMESDAY MORMING 286 SERTEMBER, T0 THE BEST OF THE
MINTSTER'S KNOWLEDGE, TOTAL ENEEGY GROWTH PLANS FOR
IRAN REMAIN LUNOHAWGED, HMINISTER SPECULATES THAT
MAJOR REDUCTIOM INM ?%ﬁﬁﬁ@faﬁ FUERGY GROHTH COULD
REBULT, IF ﬁﬁﬁkiﬁﬁﬁﬁ?'?ﬁﬁﬁT%Fg HITH MINISTER OF
INDUSTRY, DECIDED 70 CHANGE FUTURE DIRECTION ANB
PACE OF IRANTS ?ELLE???ﬁLiZ TIOH | “ﬁ“@?ﬁ
THIE SEEHS UNLIKELY AT @ﬁg@wﬁfg MINIE %?
THDICATED THAT A& PLAH FOR MON=HUECLEA?
b§ ?% ﬁﬁ ED HE?%E%-Tﬁg MEXT THREE T
E BLAHE, M
?@ %ﬁg?iﬁfﬁi, % ?F@?‘éi?ﬁﬁ?iﬁﬁ 13
FROM THAT IH THE U.5.5 HAMELY THAT
HUDLEAR ROUHER BUCH 43 ﬁ?ﬁiﬁ&ﬂ%%@;gn TS AR
AND ARFE EYMEFSSING THEIR DISAGREEMENT HITH
MAJOR COMMITHENT TO MUCLEAR POWER IH IR/
SOTOODEWNTIA, THE MIMISTER AND OTHERS IHVH
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IN THE NUCLEAR PROGRAM WILL. .ARGUE: THE ADVODDATE ROSITION )
AND -ARE: EXPECTED, IN THE MINISTER'S JUDGEMENT, TO ®IN

THE -ARGUMENT FAVORING NUCLEAR POWER, THEY ARE

OBLIGED TO ADDRESS IN:NEAR TERM, THE REASSESSMENT

PROGRAM WHICH 18 UNDERWAY A% RART OF DECISTON=MAKING

PROCESS, NUCLEAR-ACTIVITY WITH EXCERTION OF: THE :

FOUR UNITS NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION, HAS EOME TO A HALY,

THE MINISTER STATED THAT DR, ETEMAD WILL BE REPLACED

SOON, HE INDICATED INCREASED ROLE BY MINISTER UOF

ENERBY I8 BILATERAL' GOVERMMENT DISCUBSIONS FOR

NUCLEAR COOPERATION, HE IMDICATED FURTHER THAT

U8, INVOLVEMENT IN IRAN'S NUCLEAR PROBRAM I3 8TILL

BEING SDUGHT AMD THAT THE BILATERAL: WOULD CERTAINLY

NOT BE SCRAFPED, HE ASCRIBED LITTLE IMPORTANDE 7O

YET UNKNOWN DETERMINATION OF WHO WILL SIGN THE

BILATERAL ON BEHALF OF &0I,

SULLIVAN
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