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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 16, 1969

Mr. Kiss{néer:
Sé.i.nteziy apéréved the tra.ns'llation
this morning b;:fore he left for Florida.
He agked tﬁ.at the copy of his notes '
and the transiation be destroyed after you
' show ti'x-em to the 'Preéident. Hé ha'is the

. original notes.
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' I will inform him of Mr. Kissinger's trip to Paris on August 4 and

. me with total sinéerity.
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EYES ONLY Translation

I will t?.'y to meet with Mai Van Bo in the presence of Xuan
Thuy and will give to him the ietter destined for Ho, calling to his
atténtion that this time I have the latitude to let him know that
President Nixon has authorized me to give it to him. I will ask

him to have this letter sent to Hanoi as rapidly and safely as poésible.

his desire to learn of Hanoi's reaction to the message of the President., _-

I will add that knowing President Nixon personally, I had
already had a conversation with him on Vietnam in.19'66 after my
return from Hanoi.

In May and during these last few.days, he has spoken w:.th

I car.ried awé.y from these; 'co.nvéArﬂsat'iops fhé cc;nﬁctioﬁ th‘atA-
President Nixon since.r.:ely' wislr;es to lput:an end to this waf and th;.t
he is prepared to d.iscu'ss it with good w111 with.tl"xe ﬁghest rési:onsible
authorities df the goverﬁmex;t of Hanc.)i on the.condition. tﬁat he wou;ld
find on their part tl"xe same real desire to reach a conclusion,

But he will not allow himself to be snared by thé tactic of
drawing out the negqtiati.ons in the hope that Amefican public opinion,
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having become weary, would finish by accepting an unconditional
withdrawal -- a trap into which he will not fall under any circum-
stances,

He has decided to hope for a positive outcome from the con-
versations at Paris by NovemBer 1, and he is prepafed to show
good will by some humanitarian gestures which Mr, Kissinger will
be prepared to discuss in detail. But if, however, by this date -~
the anniversary of the bombing halt -- no valid solution has been
reached, he will regretfully find himself obliged to have recourse to
measures of great consequence and force, When he talks of solution,
he does not mean gestures like the release of a few prisoners but
steps indicaﬁng an imminent end of the war,

Regardless of public opinion or opposition, Mr, Nixon is '
determined to bring this war to an early conclusion., He totally
rejects continued talking and fighting. If.this' diplomatic approach

fails, he will resort to any means necessary.
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